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Ideally, screening should be conducted by a health care provider who:

➔ Establishes a relationship or some trust with the patient.

n How should screening occur?

At a minimum, screening for domestic violence should: 

➔ Be part of a face-to-face health care encounter

➔ Be direct and nonjudgmental

➔ Take place in private; no friends or relatives of the patients should be present
during the screening and preferably no children over two should be present

➔ Be confidential; patients should be told of the confidentiality of the conversa-
tion and told of the limits of that confidentiality

➔ Use professional interpreters when needed, rather than a patient’s friend or
family.

Ideally, screening for domestic violence should also: 

➔ Be included as part of a written health questionnaire 

➔ Be conducted in the patient’s primary language.

n When should screening occur?

➔ At every prenatal and postpartum visit

➔ At every new intimate relationship

➔ At every routine gynecological visit

➔ At family planning visits

➔ At STD clinics/visits

➔ At abortion clinics/visits.

n What should patients be screened for?

➔ Screening should be for current and past domestic violence that occurred any-
time in a woman’s life.
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