his is a general policy on screening women for domestic violence within the health
care system. A more detailed set of recommendations for screening for domestic
violence in specific health care settings follows.

B Who should be screened routinely for domestic violence?

>

All females aged fourteen years and older.

B Who should screen for domestic violence?
At a minimum, screening should be conducted by a health care provider who:

>

>

>

Has been educated about the dynamics of domestic violence, the safety and
autonomy of abused patients and cultural competency

Has been trained how to ask about abuse and to intervene with identified vic-
tims of abuse

Is authorized to record in the main body of a patient’s medical record.

Ideally, screening should be conducted by a health care provider who either:
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Establishes a relationship or some trust with the patient, OR

Has a clearly defined role in an urgent care or emergency setting.

B How should screening occur?
At a minimum, screening for domestic violence should:

>

>

Be part of a face-to-face health care encounter
Be direct and nonjudgmental

Take place in private; no friends or relatives of the patients should be present
during the screening and preferably no children over two should be present

Be confidential; patients should be told of the confidentiality of the conversa-
tion and told of the limits of that confidentiality, including the limits of confi-
dentiality of medical records
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